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continued for ever, and hence the tax may not be increased
or decreased so long as the land continues to remain the
same with respect to its irrigation and advantages (ma-
salih).

If, however, the land changes as to its method of irriga-
llon and its advantages, then there are two cases conceiv-
able : (i) The change is caused by an act of the landowner,
e. g., the productivity of the land is increased by means of
water diverted from a river or derived from the ground,
or on the contrary, it is decreased owing to negligence in
cultivation and defective methods. In this case the kharaj
is left as it is; not being increased for increased produc-
tivity, or diminished for decreased productivity. The
owner, however, is reproved, in order that he may cultivate
the land so that it may not go to waste. (2) The change
has occurred owing to no act of the owner, but by reason
of a natural contingency, either to the advantage or the dis-
advantage of the land: (a) When the change is to the dis-
advantage, e. g.} when the valley subsides, or the river dries
up, if repair is possible, it is the duty of the imam to- use
for this purpose the revenue appropriated for works of
public utility, namely, from the share of masdlih; and the
kharaj is remitted to the landowner for the time the land
has lain uncultivated. The Hanifite view is to the same
effect.1 If, however, repair is not possible; in case, for in-
stance, the land cannot be cultivated; the kharaj is defini-
tively remitted if the land cannot be utilized in some other
way, for instance, as a pasture or hunting ground. But if
it can be used for some other purpose, then the land pays
the rate of kharaj levied on similar lands, (b) When, on
the other hand, the change results to the advantage of the
land, e. g., when the river follows a new course and as a re-

1 Cf. 'Alamkiriyyah, vol. ii, p. 345.